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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 00022 03I633Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 DHA-02 ORM-02 SSM-03 10-13 DPW-OI 
CIAE-00 PM-04 H-OI INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-OI 
PRS-OI SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 1011 W 

032007Z 057001 /46 

R031537Z JAN 77 
PM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1 157 
INEO AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
DIA WASHDC 
USMISSION USUN 

CONPIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 0022 

E.O. II652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, SY, IS 

SUBJECT: ESCAPE OP THREE DRUZE VILLAGERS FROM MAJDAL 
SHAMS INTO SYRIA 

1. EMBOFF OBTAINED FROM SYRIAN SOURCE DETAILS OP RECENT 
ESCAPE OP THREE DRUZE VILLAGERS PROM MAJDAL SHAMS TO 
SYRIA ACROSS UNDOF LINES. SOURCE STATED SYRIAN SECURITY 
OPFICIAL HAD TOLD HIM DEC. 30 THAT IN SECURITY OPPICE 
WHERE HE WORKS OPPICIALS WERE INTERROGATING THREE DRUZE 
VILLAGERS WHO HAD MADE THEIR WAY TO UNDOP FORCES IN DIS- 
ENGAGEMENT ZONE APPROXIMATELY TWO WEEKS PREVIOUSLY AND 
SAID THEY HAD PLED ISRAEL TO REJOIN THEIR COMPATRIOTS 
IN SYRIA. UNDOP TRIED TO TURN THEM OVER TO SARG BUT MET 
WITH INITIAL RELUCTANCE TO ACCEPT INDIVIDUALS WHO, IN 
SYRIAN VIEW, WERE POSSIBLY ISRAELI SPIES. UNDOF ARGUED 
THAT THEIR RECEPTION BY ISRAELI AUTHORITIES, IP UNDOP 
OBLIGED TO RETURN THEM, WOULD NOT BE POSITIVE. UNDOP 
VIEW REPORTEDLY PREVAILED, AND SYRIAN SECURITY WAS 
ASSIGNED RESPONSIBLITY OP DETERMINING BONA FIDES OF 
THREE REPUGEES. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 00022 03I633Z 


2. COMMENT: IP ABOVE REPORT TRUE, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
EITHER SYRIANS OR ISRAELIS MAY CHOOSE TO LEAK STORY AT 
SOME PUTURE TIME. IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT LINE CROSSINGS 
ALONG GOLAN - AS SEPARATE PROM PRISONER EXCHANGES AND 
OTHER MATTERS OPPICIALLY ARRANGED AMONG SYRIA, ISRAEL, 
UNDOP AND ICRC - ARE RELATIVELY UNCOMMON. SO PAR, 
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INCIDENT DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE UPSET PERIODIC MEETINGS 
AT "GOLAN GATE" BETWEEN DRUZE FAMILIES LIVING IN OCCUPIED 
GOLAN AND THEIR SYRIAN RELATIVES. 

MURPHY 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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